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Episode Overview
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Summary: Due to the decline in milk demand, family dairy farms are struggling to 
survive. Selling raw milk has become the most profitable option for dairy farmers, 

but it is potentially dangerous for consumption and even illegal in many states. 

Position: Raw milk is unsafe and unethical. 



Introduction
1. The milk industry was once a profitable industry in the form of liquid milk, 

cheese, ice cream, powdered milk, etc.
2. United States government buys up surplus in 1980s, so dairy farmers 

overproduce milk to make more profit.
3. The government stopped buying surplus in the 1990s.

a. Prices for milk dropped, and dairy farmers are no longer protected from fluctuating markets.

4. Family farms cannot compete with the size and production rates of factory 
farms that have thousands of cows.

5. Family dairy farming seems to be less viable.





Campylobacter, Cryptosporidium, E. coli, Listeria, and Salmonella.



Key Stages
1. Demand for milk both in the United States and worldwide decreases 

drastically.
2. Family farms begin closing at rapid rates, and other farms combine to keep 

from closing.
3. Dairy farmers start selling organic milk, which sells for $45 per hundredweight.
4. Raw milk demand increases, and dairy farmers start selling raw milk (sells for 

up to $9/gallon) despite the scientifically-proven health risks.
5. Outbreaks increase as more states allow the selling of raw milk.



Conclusion
1. Raw milk is a new and profitable industry that has health benefits and takes a 

more sustainable approach to the dairy industry.
2. Raw milk carries dangers as well, that the health industry has yet to find a way 

to contain and control so that it doesn’t affect the most vulnerable populations, 
children and the elderly.

3. Whether it is raw milk, or commercial dairy production, family farms face 
adversity against large dairy corporations.



6 Facts
1. Dairy farmers often work a second job to make ends meets

○ Many small dairy farms net $10k-$20k/yr, half of what the median household income is in 
America

2. As much as 11% of the beef in the US now comes from dairy farms
○ “We’re all raising beef. We just milk cows for beer money.” - Brian Smith

3. In the 1980’s, the US government was paying $2 billion/year to hold up the 
dairy industry

4. Milk prices today are set using a government-made formula
5. There is no scientific evidence that suggests that raw milk provides any health 

or nutritional benefits
6. Dairy cows today produce nearly 25% more milk than they did two generations 

ago



Appeals to Logic, Emotion, Prejudice



Logic: “A US government study found that only 3% of milk consumers drink raw 
milk. But 4 out of 5 milk-borne pathogen outbreaks are linked to raw milk.” 



Emotion: Anecdote about Chris who almost dies from hemolytic-uremic syndrome



Prejudice: Raw dairy farmers speak about the benefits of raw milk without (proven) 
scientific evidence as they continue to profit from the new movement 



Weak/Misleading Reasoning
1. “Old-timers” defend raw milk and believe it is good for you because they grew 

up on it, and they’re healthy.
2. Chaz (dairy farmer) continues to sell raw milk despite lack of scientific evidence 

supporting raw milk because he personally believes what he is doing is right.
a. Chaz believes that healthy milk produces healthy product. 

3. CEO of Organic Farmers justifies the selling of raw milk through the demand 
and his use of “clean” and organic methods for his cows.
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